Broads Authority

11 May 2007

Agenda Item No 8 (ii)

Annual Safety Report 2006
Report by Head of Waterways Strategy and Safety
	Summary:
This report, giving details of incidents reported during 2006, including an analysis of deaths and personal injury since 1993, shows that the Broads continues to be a safe environment for boating. 

Recommendation:
That the report be noted.


1
Introduction

1.1
The reporting period is from 1 April 2006 to 31 March 2007, hereafter referred to as year 2006.

1.2
In 2006 there were 22 boat fires and 2 boat related deaths by drowning. However there were also other incidents where serious or potentially serious injury occurred.    All notable incidents are listed below.
2
Summary of Incidents Reported
	2006
	
	Hazard Log

Category

	9 April 
	Male on hire boat attempting to fend off another boat got foot trapped and suffered deep cut to leg.  Treated in hospital
	Injury

	14 April
	Male overboard from hire boat whilst mooring at GYYS.  Recovered by staff and wearing a lifejacket
	Embarkation

	15 April
	Child fell from hire boat whilst at GYYS.  Wearing lifejacket, recovered by staff
	Embarkation

	16 April
	Dinghy capsize with 2 boys at Buckenham Sailing Club rescued by Navigation Ranger – all well
	Dinghy sailing

	19 April 
	Male overboard at GYYS, pulled in and dragged along by boat before being rescued by GYYS staff
	Embarkation

	30 April
	Dinghy capsizes at Coldham Hall.  Male fatality.  Verdict accidental death by dry drowning
	Dinghy sailing

	1 May
	Engine fire on board private motor cruiser at Brundall Bay Marina.  Fire services in attendance
	New category – Fire and explosion

	7 May
	Lady overboard from private motor cruiser.  Recovered but believed alcohol related
	Embarkation

	11 May
	Site worker fell in from Ludham Staithe.  Emergency services in attendance, ingested water but otherwise ok
	Embarkation

	12 May
	Inebriated passer by passed out on quay, emergency services called, hospitalised
	Medical emergency

	17 May
	 Male on board hire boat slipped when rescuing grandchild breaking two ribs., requiring hospital treatment
	Medical emergency

	21 May
	Canoe capsizes during Norwich Canoe Club Race event.  Rescued safe and well
	Dingies and canoes

	30 May
	Young male fell off stern of boat while fending off with boat hook, rescued by NYS Staff all ok.
	Embarkation

	9 June
	Female overboard at GYYS whilst moving from boat to quay.  Rescued by staff.  All ok
	Embarkation

	11 June
	Fatality on board private motor cruiser, male had heart attack whilst negotiating Potter Heigham bridge.
	Medical emergency

	26 June
	Male over board private boat.  Recovered with injury to hand and back.
	Embarkation

	27 June
	Fire at Herbert Woods Yard, Potter Heigham.  13 boats.  Arson
	Fire and explosion

	 2 July
	Petrol fire aboard private boat, Waveney River Centre.
	Fire and explosion

	16 July
	Ankle injury sustained whilst stepping off hire boat at Wayford Bridge.  Ambulance in attendance.
	Embarkation

	22 July
	Engine blow up on boat at Somerleyton.  Male suffers oil and wax burns.  Treated in hospital
	Fire and explosion

	22 July
	Child aboard boat at GYYS suffering from heatstroke taken for hospital treatment.
	Medical emergency

	30 July
	Young girl breaks nose whilst skiing – Wakeboard hits her in the face.  Treated at hospital
	Waterskiing

	2 Aug
	ANR slipped and fell awkwardly in launch.  Ambulance called and casualty taken to hospital, Bruised back and suspected broken vertebrae
	Medical emergency

	3 Aug
	Capsize at Horning Regatta.  15yr old in water but rescued,
	Dinghy sailing

	9 Aug
	Male on board private boat taken to hospital with suspected heart attack.  All ok after treatment
	Medical emergency

	11 Aug
	Young girl fell into water wearing a lifejacket but which had been undone.  Dad entered water to rescue her and GYYS recovered both.  All ok
	 Embarkation

	22 Aug
	Man fell overboard whilst moving private boat along mooring.  Recovered from water ok.
	Embarkation

	29 Aug
	Man overboard hire boat at GYYS recovered by staff
	Embarkation

	4 Sep
	Lady jumper from Quay, attempted suicide, rescued , all ok
	New category

	14 Sep
	Body found in water at Carrow Works.  Not boat related
	New category

	20 Sep
	Dinghy capsizes at Heigham Sound with two men overboard.  Both rescued.  All ok


	Dinghy sailing

	8 Oct
	Fire at Richardson yard, 6 boat involved.  Arson
	Fire and explosion

	23 Oct
	Man overboard Hire Boat, sustaining injury to leg.  Treated in hospital
	Embarkation

	24 Oct
	Fatality, body recovered at Turntide.  Suicide, not boat related
	New category

	2007
	
	

	21 Jan
	Male over board private boat.  Rescued safely
	Embarkation


3
Conclusion
3.1
The 2006 season showed an increase in practically all incidents.  However after removing incidents where causes were arson and deaths which were not boat related, the increase is only minimal.  The number of ‘near miss drowning’ showed an increase over last year. 

3.2
The Broads Authority has sought to continue to highlight the message of personal responsibility for safety in its publications and has encouraged boaters to take a more proactive role by becoming better-informed and wearing lifejackets. Reports from Rangers have indicated that it has been noticeable that the number of boaters seen wearing lifejackets has increased again this last season.  

3.3
The probable causes of the three fires indicated that only one incident could have been mitigated by the compliance with the Boat Safety Scheme. 

3.4
The increase in ‘near miss drowning’ is regrettable, although this was predicted in last years report due to introduction of better reporting techniques. 

3.5
The statistics for this year have indicated that we have had four deaths of which two were boat related, one of the boat related deaths was a consequence of lone boating, and this incident has fed into Safety Management System which has resulted in the reclassification of lone boating into a higher hazard category at the annual Hazard Review. The other two deaths, which were non-boat related, should be viewed in context.

3.6
The boating related statistics, when external causes are removed such as arson, suggest that when viewed over several years that the statistics demonstrate a fairly static position. This demonstrates that the Broads continues to be a safe place to visit.

4
Continued improvement in the collection of incident data

 

4.1
A system has been developed by Association of Inland Navigation Authorities (AINA) to assist navigation authorities (NAs) to record, investigate and manage incident/accident reporting and enable them to build their own databases.  In addition IRIS (Incident Reporting Investigation System) has been designed to enable NAs to provide their data to a central national database, held at the AINA office.  The national database will be analysed and used as a tool to identify trends and disseminate good management practice for reducing incidents. IRIS is now being use to collect incident data and will enable data exchange between BA and AINA.

4.2
The Incident report forms have been distributed to all Authority’s tourist information centres and many boatyards.  The form is soon to be added to the Authority’s website to enable people to download and post. 

 

4.3
Incident reporting and investigation is critical to maintaining safe waterways.  It is essential to learn from incidents, accidents and near misses that do occur.  By using this standardised system the Authority will be able to analyse its data, compare and establish trends more readily and take a more proactive role in reducing the future level of incidents.   
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TABLE 1

	Analysis of Death/Injuries Since 1993


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	                                                                           
	1993
	1994
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006

	Death
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No of deaths on or from boats
	2
	2
	3
	1
	1
	3
	2
	1
	3
	2
	6
	 0 
	 0
	2

	No of deaths not from boats
	1
	3
	4
	-
	2
	1
	4
	4
	2
	3
	1
	0 
	7
	2

	Cause of death
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Severe injury
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	 0 
	 0 
	0

	Heart Attack
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0 
	1
	0
	 0 
	 0 
	1

	Drowning
	0
	1
	2
	1
	0
	4
	5
	1
	3
	3
	5
	 0 
	4
	3

	Asphyxiation/CO poisoning
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0 
	 0
	0

	Not Known
	0
	2
	4
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	 0
	0
	2
	 0 
	3
	0

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	“Near Miss” drowning. See footnote.
	0
	0
	3
	2
	4
	8
	2
	5
	1
	4
	15
	16
	12
	23

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	No of persons reported as requiring hospital treatment
	0
	0
	0
	9
	8
	7
	9
	8
	7
	7
	18
	2
	4
	13

	Nature of injuries
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Head
	0
	0
	2
	0
	4
	1
	3
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	3
	1

	Arm/hand
	0
	0
	2
	1
	6
	0
	0
	1
	3
	1
	1
	1
	 0 
	1

	Leg/foot
	0
	0
	3
	5
	4
	2
	4
	1
	2
	2
	2
	2
	1
	3

	Torso, ribs, chest, back
	0
	0
	1
	0
	2
	0
	1
	4
	1
	1
	2
	 0 
	1
	4

	Not described
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	0
	10
	2
	1
	4

	Asphyxiated/CO poisoning
	0
	0
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	0
	0
	 0 
	 0 
	0

	Burns/Scalds
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	4
	1
	1
	 
	2
	1
	 0 
	 0 
	1


Footnote:
A “near miss drowning” is defined as any situation in which someone inadvertently found themselves in the water.

TABLE 2

Analysis of Fire and Explosions Since 1993

	 
	1993
	1994
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Number of incidents
	2
	4
	7
	2
	5
	4
	6
	3
	4
	2
	2
	0
	2
	22

	Vessels involved (Private)
	2
	3
	5
	1
	3
	4
	3
	2
	2
	2
	1
	0
	1
	18

	Vessels involved (Hire)
	0
	0
	3
	1
	2
	0
	3
	1
	2
	0
	1
	0
	1
	4

	Prime cause LPG
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Prime cause Petrol
	0
	2
	2
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	 0 
	1
	 0 
	0
	 0 
	1

	Prime cause Electrical
	1
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0 
	0
	1
	0

	Prime cause Other
	1
	1
	3
	2
	2
	1
	5
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	21

	No of vessels total loss
	0
	1
	3
	1
	2
	0
	1
	2
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0
	20

	No of injuries from fires requiring hospital treatment
	0
	1
	2
	0
	1
	3
	1
	0
	    0
	2
	2
	0
	0
	1

	No of fatalities 
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


Footnote. 
The high incidence of fire and explosion has been distorted by 19 boat fires where arson was the cause, therefore the 3 boat fires which occurred during 2006 demonstrates only a slight a increase on previous years.
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